Despite the proverbial injunction against examining the mouth of a gift horse, it ia impossible to refrain from criticising one point of the convalescent programme. The rations provided at the proposed convalescent barracks are to be exactly the same as those served out to the strong, fit soldier on active duty.
The convalescent from the enteric of India, the malaria of the West African CoaBt, and the fever of Malta will hardly be equal to the sturdy fare of the marching soldier. The dieting of the military invalid on the lines of the active soldier cannot be expected to prove an unqualified success, and this will doubtlesB appear later as the weak spot in the new system. The authorities of the War Office state that the order with regard to the diet has been made from motives of economy. Doubtless it will keep down the cost of the convalescent homes if these are dieted after the canteen pattern.
But the economy iB a doubtful one, since the man convalescing from serious diseases?and there will be many sick Tommys in the homes who are very sick indeed? can hardly be expected to make a very quick recovery on the "beef and bread" rations of a marching man. 
